Covers
Service
Pack 2

Windows XP
Annoyances

Praise for the Annoyances Series:

“Packed with amazingly useful tips and tricks.”
—Steve Gibson, security expert and author of ShieldsUP! and SpinRite

“[0Reilly books] are
smart, concise, and on
the bleeding edge.”
—Forbes

“Could be the best [money] you've ever spent.”
—Jon Jacobi, PC World

“[An] incredibly satisfying read. . .the kind of ‘tricks
and tips’ book you've always wanted. Buy it.”
—Davey Winder, PC Plus

O’REILLY" David A. Karp



Contents

INTRODUCTION XV

1. WINDOWS INTERFACE

GeneralInterface............cooiiiiiiiiiii i
Snappy Scrolling

Sharpen Blurry Text

Make Things Big on High-Res Screens

Drag Windows Intact

Make Windows Translucent While Dragging

Un-Animate Windows Controls

Customize the Windows Look and Feel

Simplify the Control Panel

)T 14 (1] o1
Show the Desktop Without Closing Windows

From Keyboard to Desktop

Save Your Desktop Layout

Make Icon Labels See-Through

Control the Space Between Desktop Icons

StartMenu ....ooieiiii i i e
Pick a New Username

Clean Up the Start Menu

Block Recent Programs from Appearing in Your Start Menu

Hide the My Recent Documents Menu

Sort Your Start Menu Alphabetically

Solve the Mystery of Disappearing Start Menu Items

Stop Windows from Highlighting New Programs

Show Start Menu Programs in Multiple Columns

W 0 N O L AW N

vii



1314 - 1 18

Customize the Alt-Tab Window 18
Ungroup Taskbar Buttons 19
Clean Out the Tray 20
Customize the Start Button 21
Move the Taskbar 21
Fix Taskbar Bugs 22
Application Window ........cciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinennnns 23
Find Missing Program Windows 23
Seeing Double Windows 24
Make Old Windows New Again 25
Welcome Screen. ... .....vviiiiiiiii ittt 25
Get Rid of the Welcome Screen 25
Fix the Unread Messages Display 26
Old-Fashioned Logon 27
Hide the Name of the Last User 27
Un-Secure Your Screensaver 28
2. WINDOWS EXPLORER 29
Folders. ... .ooniei i 30
Show Folder Tree Lines 30
Get the Details View Every Time 30
Remember Settings for More Folders 31
Jump to a Subfolder 32
Shrink the Address Bar 32
Copy a Folder Path to the Clipboard 33
Print a Folder Listing 33
Print a File from Explorer 34
Show the Folder Size 35
Navigate Folders with the Keyboard 36
Hide the Tasks Pane 38
Get Back the Folder Tree 39
Open Explorer in a Custom Folder 40
Keep Explorer from Vanishing 41
Delete an Undeletable Folder 41
Clean Up Context Menus 42
Customize Folder Icons 44
Faster Folder Fix 45

@ Contents



Files oo 45
Show Filename Extensions 45
Choose Default Programs 46
Protect Your File Types 47
Predict Moves and Copies 48
Copy Files to a Hidden Destination 49
File Dialogs . ...ovneee i e e e e e eeeenenennnnnnnnnns 50
Customize File Dialogs 50
List Recently Used Folders 51
YT T« 111 52
Search in a New Window 52
Jump to Advanced Search 53
Take the Dog for a Walk 53
See the Whole Megillah 54
Reveal Missing Paths in Search Results 55
Find Recent Files 56
Save Your Searches 56
Save Your Search Results 56
Find a File Where Search Doesn’t Look 57
Search Inside Files 57
Faster Searches 58
3. MULTIMEDIA 59
Video ..o 60
Play Stubborn Videos 60
Play Incomplete Downloads 61
Fix the Aspect Ratio 62
Shed Light on Blank Videos 62
Skip Intro Ads 64
Save Videos from the Web 64
Rewind or Fast-Forward Streaming Video 67
Reduce Video Buffering 67
Make Your Own Director’s Cut 68
Make a Montage 69
Get an Alternative to Real Player 70
Simplify Windows Media Player 70
Use Alt-Tab with Windows Media Player 70
Synchronize Audio and Video 71
Fix Bad Color in Videos 71

Contents



SoUNd ANAMUSIC o v v vietii it ieiiieennenennnnesennneannns 71

Choose an Input Source 71
Let There Be Sound 72
Fix Silent CDs 74
Play Music at the Correct Speed 75
Get Crossfades Working 76
Extract Sound from a Video 77
Convert Audio Files 78
Fix MP3 Tags 79
Connect to Your MP3 Player 81
Iron Out License Issues 81
Photos ......oouiini 82
Down with the Picture and Fax Viewer! 82
Get Accurate Color Output 83
Quickly Shrink Many Photos 84
Sort Photos Chronologically 85
Control Thumbnails in Explorer 87
Choose Thumbnail Folders 88
Make Thumbnail Icons 89
Make a Digital Slideshow 89
Windows Media Center Edition ..................oiiiiiiiiiiaat, 90
Watch TV... On Your TV 90
Mimic Media Center 91
Fix Broken TV Listings 91
Send a Digital Signal to Your HDTV 92
Capture HDTV Programming 93
Fix HDTV Timeshifting Problems 93
Tidy Up Your Remote Control Receiver 93
Use Any Remote Control 94
Alternatives to Media Center 94
Burn Recorded Programs to DVD 95
Build Your Own HTPC 95
DsandDVUDs .....ovniiiiiiii ittt 9
Burn CDs for Free 96
Write Video to DVD 97
Fix DVD Playback Problems 97
Make Better-Sounding Music CDs 98
Fix Inconsistent Volume in Your Music 98
Watch DVD Movies on Your Hard Disk 99
Back Up to CD or DVD 99
View All the Files on a CD-R 99

Contents



Read Stubborn Discs

Express CD Duplicating

Play Stubborn Audio CDs

Fix Smudged DVD Subtitles

Windows Media Player Quits Before Burning the CD
Write CD Text Data to Music CDs

4. THE WEB AND EMAIL

Lock Down Internet Explorer

Turn Off Internet Explorer

Choose a Default Browser

Fix Internet Shortcuts

Change Internet Shortcut Icons
Remember Web Site Passwords

Living with Firefox in an IE World
Funny Symbols in Web Pages

Pictures Don’t Show Up in Some Web Pages
Improve Any Web Site

Put an End to Pop-Ups

Stop That Browser Hijacker!

Solve the Blank Form Mystery

Stop Annoying Animations

Open PDFs Outside the Web Browser
Control Tabbed Browsing

Faster Downloads Without the Hassle
Set Download Defaults in Mozilla Suite
Surf Anonymously for Free

Pick the Default Email Program
Stop Spam

Don’t Phall for Phishing

Send Large Files

Receive All Types of Attachments
Hide Old Email Recipients

Back Up Stored Email

Email Long URLs

100
100
101
101
101
102

104
106
107
108
109
109
111
112
113
114
116
117
118
119
121
122
122
123
124

126
126
127
130
132
133
134
135
136

Contents

™



5. WIRELESS AND NETWORKING 137

Sharingand Security.........coiiiiiiiiii e 138
Network Two Computers 138
Share Files with Other Computers 141
Find Missing Computers in My Network Places 144
Protect Shared Files 146
Share an Entire Drive 147
List All Your Shared Folders 149
Turn Off Administrative Shares 150
Speed Up Network Browsing 151
Connect to a Windows 9X/Me PC 152
Find Missing Remote Printers 152
PC Slows When Accessed over the Network 153
Log in Automatically 154
Use the Administrator Account 154
Internet Connections. ............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian. 155
Get Your PC Online 155
Get Rid of Third-Party Dialers 156
Share an Internet Connection 158
Measure Your Internet Connection Speed 159
Make Peer-to-Peer File Sharing Work 161
Use MSN Messenger Behind a Firewall 163
Wireless Connections ...........coceviiiiniiiiiniininiiniennenns 164
Set Up a Wireless Network 164
Connect to a Wireless Network 168
Surf Safely at the Coffee Shop 170
Increase Range and Improve Reception 171
Turn Off “Not Connected” Messages 172
Connect PCs Wirelessly Without a Router 173
6. SETUP AND HARDWARE 175
Y -1 (] 176
Boot with the Windows CD 176
Setup Hangs Before It’s Finished 177
Reinstall Windows over SP2 178
Wipe Your Hard Disk Clean 180
Create a Usable Restore Disc 181
Set Up a Dual-Boot System 182

Xii Contents



StartupandShutdown ............coiiiiiiii i 183

Windows Won’t Start 183
Desktop Never Appears 185
Un-Hobble the Windows Recovery Console 186
Windows Won’t Shut Down 186
Unattended Shutdown 189
Faster Application Startups 189
Faster Windows Boot 190
Windows Update .......ooiiriiiiiiiiiiii i iiiineenineanans 193
Is That Update Safe? 193
Remove a Windows Update 195
Update Internet Explorer Safely 196
Get Past the Validity Check 196
Hardware ... 197
Add a New Hard Disk 197
Stop Heavy Hard Disk Usage 200
Scanner Says It’s Not Connected 201
Troubleshoot Multiple Monitors 201
Fix Cranky Mice 203
Disappearing CD and DVD Drives 205
Send and Receive Faxes 205
Find Drivers for Old Hardware 206
What’s a Digitally Signed Driver? 207
Windows Won’t Detect New Device 207
Replace an Incorrect Driver 208
Undo an Unwanted Driver Update 209
Find Out More About Your Hardware 210

Contents @






